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Open Calls

• Goals of the European Language Grid Open Call for pilot projects
◦ The pilot projects should demonstrate the usefulness of the ELG as a technology platform, by:

§ Broadening ELG’s portfolio of Language Technologies (adding data, tools, services)

§ Developing solutions/applications using the ELG

◦ There are no priorities: best projects will be selected that fulfill the above

• Outcome of the Pilot Projects
◦ (a) Contribute resources, services, tools or data sets to the ELG to increase its coverage, or

◦ (b) Develop applications using language resources and technologies available in the ELG.
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Open Calls

• Key parameters
◦ €1.950.000 to be distributed in total, € 50.000-200.000 per project
§ Using Financial Support to Third Parties (FSTP) mechanism – widely used in Horizon2020, ICT Workprogramme 18-20

◦ 9-12 months project duration

◦ One organisation per project only
§ SME and research organizations eligible

◦ Two open calls (March/April 2020, October/November 2020)

◦ Lightweight procedure, short proposal (approx. 5 – 10 pages)

◦ Three independent evaluators per proposal, final selection made by the Pilot Board

◦ Proposals submitted via the ELG open calls platform
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Open Calls

• Evaluation criteria
◦ Objective fit

◦ Technical approach

◦ Business, Integration and Dissemination (“BID”) plan

◦ Budget adequacy

◦ Team

• Project execution – Four-phase process, consisting of the following activities:

1. Open call

2. Experiment

3. Integration

4. Dissemination
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Open Calls: Timeline
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Results of the first open call

• Open Call #1
◦ 110 proposals accepted for evaluation, 29 countries including eligible countries outside the EU 

(Iceland, Israel, Norway, Serbia, South Africa, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom)

◦ More SMEs (62) than research organisations (48)

◦ Focus on contributing resources, services, tools, or data sets to the ELG (79) vs. 
proposals for LT applications using ELG (31)

• Open Call #1 – projects selected
◦ ELG Pilot Board selected 10 projects, amounting for EUR 1,363,915 (limit for 1st Call: 1,365k EUR)

◦ 5 countries – Finland (3x), Austria (2x), Germany (2x), Italy (2x), Spain

◦ All ten pilot projects in execution phase now
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Selected projects
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• Five projects aim to contribute language 
resources or tools to ELG 

• Three projects will interconnect their 
technologies with ELG

• Two projects brings speech-oriented 
applications



Results of the second open call

• Open Call #2
◦ 106 proposals submitted, 28 countries including countries outside the EU 

(Iran, Israel, Norway, Serbia, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom)

◦ More SMEs (61) than research organisations (45)

◦ Focus on contributing resources, services, tools, or data sets to the ELG (68) vs. 
proposals for LT applications using ELG (38)

• Open Call #2 – results will be published by mid February 2021
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Survey – proposers

Open Calls for Pilot Projects 9



Survey – proposers
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Survey – proposers
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Survey – proposers
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ELG Open Call #1: 
Selected Pilot Projects
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